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We have a Winner!  

 

We would like to say a big congratula-ons to Ralph J. Christ all the way 

over in Washington state as the winner of the beau-ful 1968 Dodge 

Charger Stella! The Brevard Alzheimer’s BBQ, which was held on May 

21st, was a great success!  The weather was great, and the par-cipants 

were even be+er. There were other winners at this year’s BBQ, including 

Dennis Hayes, who won the 70” flat screen TV that this year’s -cket 

drawing was held on. We’re willing to bet he’ll be pre+y popular amongst 

his neighbors come football season. We also had a 50/50 drawing, 

several gi> basket and gi> card drawings.   

We would also like to say a huge thank you to all of the generous 

sponsors and volunteers who made the event a success.  Each year, the 

BBQ gets bigger and be+er and next year will not disappoint! 

You are going to want to stay tuned for the unveiling of next year’s car in 

the July newsle+er!  
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 From the Director’s Desk- 

We are geGng some pets! I’m pleased to announce that 

the Brevard Alzheimer's Founda-on has been awarded a 

grant to bring therapeu-c robo-c pets and mul--sensory 

light experience to all three of our Clubs!  This summer, 

each Club will receive the equipment and training needed 

to add this innova-ve idea to our ac-vity programming.                    

       

We partnered with Trahan Behavioral Services on this project, Dr. Maranda Trahan is President 

and Lead Senior Therapist of an innova-ve clinical prac-ce aimed to manage the behavior of 

symptoms of demen-a. Her studies have shown that using robo-c animals with seniors helped 

decrease anxiety/depression and increase social interac-on/happiness.  The robots offer the same 

benefits as real pets do, but without the expense of feeding, grooming and cleaning up a>er real 

pets! Our staff will be trained on how to operate the robo-c pets and lights, and they will become 

part of the array of ac-vi-es. One more way The Club sets the pace for excellence for all Adult Day 

Health Care in Brevard! 
Dale Viger, Execu-ve Director, CEO 

 

Ipods for Dementia 

A 9
th

 grade Cocoa Beach High School Interna
onal Baccalaureate student, Karalee Chace, has 

selected a very unique community service project.  She is developing personal playlists of 

favorite music on individual iPods for members of The Club who are diagnosed with 

demen-a.  Her project is based on the scien-fic evidence developed from the “Alive Inside” 

documentary.   

Karalee believes that memories are what make people’s lives meaningful.  When lost, it becomes 

difficult to iden-fy as the person you once were.  She finds it heart breaking to see them slowly 

lose their iden--es and personali-es.  However, music has proven to awaken memory and help 

loved ones reconnect with their families and their environments.     

She has been visi-ng members of The Club every Wednesday for the past few months to get 

acquainted with the members so she can design individual playlists for them and she will spend 

part of her summer comple-ng this project.  Consider helping Karalee with her project, go to her 

website: GoFundMe.com/ipodsfordemen
a.  She is seeking dona-ons of unused or outdated 

ipods, and earphones. Dona-ons can be made online or sent to the Brevard Alzheimer’s 

Founda-on, 4676 N. Wickham Rd., Melbourne, Fl, 32935.  You may call Janet Steiner, Director of 

Educa-on and Family Services at the Brevard Alzheimer’s Founda-on, to arrange dona-ons of 

ipods and earphones.   321-253-4430 x104. 



Upcoming Events 

Virtual Demen
a Tour 

In 15 minutes, you can get a hands on experience created 

for anyone seeking to understand the physical and mental 

challenges of those suffering from Alzheimer's and other 

related demen-a. Located this month at Hibiscus Court, 

540 E. Hibiscus Blvd, Melbourne, FL 32901 

-Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.   

To RSVP, call 321-951-1050.  

Caregivers "HI" Tea 

Join Master Demen-a Educator and "Caregiver 

Extraordinaire" Bev Barboza during this informal caregiver 

support group. It is a -me for caregivers to give and 

receive support, educa-on, and refreshments. 

-Wednesday, June 15, 2016, 1 p.m., 163 Atlan-c Avenue, 

Indialan-c, 32903 

To RSVP, call 321-253-4430 

WEAAD Fair 2016 

Now in its 7
th

 year, the World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 

(or WEAAD for short) is recognized as one of the premier 

events showcasing services to Brevard County’s Senior 

Community. Come join us and learn about services 

available to you and your loved ones.  

-Friday, June 17, 2016, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Melbourne 

Auditorium 625 E. Hibiscus Blvd., Melbourne, FL 

No RSVP required 

The Longest Day 

Did you know? The longest day this year is June 20, 2016. 

The Alzheimer’s Associa-on recognizes this day as a 

symbol represen-ng the challenging journey of those 

living with the disease and their caregivers. There is even 

a team event to raise funds and awareness for the 

Associa-on. To learn more, visit alz.org/longestday to see 

what teams are doing!  

Caregiver Café 

We realize many of our caregivers work during the day, so 

the Brevard Alzheimer’s Founda-on, Na-onal Alzheimer’s 

Associa-on, Memory Disorders Clinic and Aging Ma+ers 

collaborated to create this evening respite event.  This is a 

great place to meet other caregivers and health 

professionals who understand your caregiving challenges. 

Come take a break, spend the evening at Caregiver Café! 

Free to caregivers and their loved ones. Reserva-on 

required. 

-Tuesday, June 28, 2016. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 4676 N. 

Wickham, Rd. 32935 

To RSVP, call 321-253-4430 

Remembering our 

Veterans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The US flag is an important symbol of 

valor, jus-ce, and liberty. The many 

freedoms we have today are due to 

the heroism of the brave men and 

women who fought for those rights. 

We are proud to raise the American 

flag, as well as the MIA/POW flag, 

every day, and are honored to help 

care for the many veterans who a+end 

our day centers. Above/below is a 

veteran assis-ng in the morning flag 

raising.   



Our Community Heroes 
Geisha started no-cing her husband Ma+hew, a 4th 

grade school teacher of 10 years, making unusual errors 

on things he usually had no issues with.  As -me 

progressed, his mistakes progressed as well. Ma+hew 

was eventually diagnosed with Early Onset Alzheimer’s 

Disease, a rapidly deteriora-ng form of the disease, and 

was forced to re-re early from teaching.  

He a+ended The Club for about 6 months un-l his 

passing at 39 years old.  

His children’s school, Freedom 7 Elementary School of 

Interna-onal Studies, wanted to do a fundraiser to 

donate the money to a meaningful charity for the class. 

Kenneth’s teacher, approached Geisha and informed her 

that the class wanted to raise money in Ma+hew’s 

honor, and presented the idea to Geisha. They held a fundraiser at their Mother’s Day Tea, raising 

$250.00. Geisha, her sons Charlie and Kenny, and the kindergarten class, donated all of the raised funds 

to the Brevard Alzheimer’s Founda-on. From all of us at The Club, we say a hearXelt thank you for this 

generous dona-on!  

R.E.L.I.E.F. Spotlight 
Project RELIEF is a program that gives Caregivers 

Respite once a week with a Volunteer Corp trained by 

the Brevard Alzheimer's Founda-on.  We are 

delighted to spotlight our Volunteer, Jim Di+man.  

Jim came too Project RELIEF in October 2014 and is a 

newer Volunteer who has helped over 8 families so 

far and has donated over 700 hours to Alzheimer's 

families.  Jim  is a recently re-red Marine who 

wanted to donate his -me to a worthy cause and he 

loves giving back to others.   He enjoys siGng with 

re-red Military home bound clients  and shoo-ng the 

breeze about the past and he is also a great listening 

ear.    If you are interested in learning more about the 

Project RELIEF program or becoming a Volunteer, 

please contact Robin LaFrance at 321-536-6496 



Melbourne Center 

The excitement is moun-ng as we begin to 

add more new club members to our roster 

and a variety of new ideas to the ac-vity 

program!   May was made memorable with 

the Cinco de Mayo and Mother’s Day 

celebra-ons.  This month we are rolling out 

our Special Theme of the Month!  A>er we 

celebrate and recognize our Fathers, we will 

be having a special Hawaiian Luau on June 

20th!  With a “Bahama Mama” in hand, 

come learn how to hula with our tribe of 

dancers! Remember…Aloha doesn’t just 

mean goodbye – it also means HELLO!   

Titusville Center 

The Titusville Club hosted some great events within the past month.  The Virtual Demen-a Tour 

stopped at our facility on May 4.  We had several caregivers and employees who took part in this 

“eye-opening” experience, geGng a sense of what it can be like to live with Demen-a.  The 

feedback from the par-cipants was very posi-ve.  Also, the club hosted a Mother’s Day Tea 

event on May 9, 2016.  Several caregivers a+ended and “drank tea and ate scones” with their 

loved ones.  We also had dancing and flowers for the mothers and their caregivers.   

Our next caregiver café will be on June 9, 2016 from 6:00-8:00 at the Titusville loca-on.  This 

event is also open to anyone who is a caregiver of someone who might be suffering from 

demen-a or other health related issues.  Dinner and respite for your love will be provided free of 

charge.  If you are interested in this event, please RSVP at 321-268-9144.   

The Titusville Club would like to thank the Alpha Gamma ETA Sorority at The Great Outdoors in 

Titusville for the monetary dona-on to our facility.  These funds will be used to purchase a 

refrigerator for the facility.  We sincerely appreciate the dona-on.  



Home Safety Checklist 

Micco Center 
What a great beginning to the month of May! We celebrated Cinco de Mayo and everyone enjoyed the 

fes-vi-es, Mexican food, music and dressing up. The Mother's day tea on Friday was a success. The ladies 

enjoyed their tea and cake, being entertained by the blue grass band and taking their bouquets home. Fun was 

had by all! 
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Garden Project 

The Club in Melbourne is proud to announce that we are now an 

Official Na
onal Wildlife Federa
on Cer
fied Wildlife 

Habitat.  Since 1973, the program has been educa-ng and 

empowering people to turn their small piece of the Earth - their 

yards and gardens - into thriving habitat for birds, bu+erflies and 

other wildlife. In doing so, the Garden for Wildlife program helps 

wildlife and gives people a daily connec-on to the natural world, 

literally right outside their door.  We know that nature has 

therapeu-c value for persons with memory impairments so we 

here at BAFI are delighted to make our garden, and the “cri+ers” 

that visit there, part of our daily rou-ne. We are grateful 

to Hope Lutheran Church for preparing the garden for 

spring-me and we appreciate club members Blanca C. and 

Patsy H., who enjoy watering and keeping the garden -dy. 

Please stop by and view our plaque that recognizes our 

commitment to maintaining a natural place for birds, 

bu+erflies and other wildlife to thrive. 

 

 


